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Parts of Speech


Noun ( person, place, thing, or idea (boy, Ms. Brooks)


Verb( action word or sense of being (jumped, was, seems)


Pronoun ( renames a noun (he, she, they, it, where, who)


Adjective ( describes a noun or pronoun (big, red, happy)


Adverb( describes a verb, adjective, or adverb (lovely, very, slowly)


Conjunction ( joins words together (and, but, or, nor, so, yet, for)


Preposition ( shows a relationship or position (in, on, around, of, from)


Interjection ( shows expression (Wow!, Awesome!, No!, Cool!)





Literary Elements


Character ( a person or animal in a literary work 


   Static – remaining the same vs. Dynamic—changing throughout the story


     Antagonist ( “bad guy” – the opposing force


     Protagonist ( “good guy” – the one we know the most about


Setting ( when, where, and how long the story takes place


Conflict ( the problem


     Internal ( inside feelings (individual vs. self)


     External( outside feelings (individual vs. individual/


                         nature/society/supernatural/technology)


Plot ( series or sequence of events in a story (initiating event, rising action, climax,  


   falling action, resolution)


     Exposition ( the introduction in a story where the reader learns the characters and  


        setting


     Initiating Event( the key event that introduces the main conflict and sets off the    


        chain of events


     Climax ( the most exciting part; point when the plot changes


     Resolution ( the ending; when the problem is usually solved


     Theme ( the message or lesson showing a truth about life  (Believe in yourself.)


Narrator ( person telling the story


     Point of View ( perspective from which the story is told


          First-person ( uses I, we


          Second-person ( uses you (common in persuasion)


          Third-person ( uses he, she, it, they  


               Omniscient ( (all-knowing) the narrator knows all aspects of every character


	Limited ( the narrator knows the thoughts and feelings of a single character


Tone ( writer’s attitude or feelings toward the subject in a work	


Mood ( the feeling the reader gets from the work


Author’s Purpose ( reason for writing (inform, entertain, persuade, or describe )


Foreshadowing( hints or clues that hint at what will happen


Flashback ( a reflection on the past within a narrative


Irony ( the implication that the actual situation is quite different from that presented


Allusion ( the reference to another literary work’s character, event, or object

















Types of Literature


Narrative Fiction ( false, fake, made up story (short story vs. novel)


Fable ( has a moral, often has animals for characters


Myth ( has gods and goddesses, used to explain how the world works


Folktale ( story based on oral tradition to teach a lesson


Historical ( fictional story based on historical events


Realistic ( fictional story that could truly occur


Science ( fictional story about out-of-this-world people, places, or events


Nonfiction( true, factual information with real people, places, and events


Autobiography/Memoir/Personal Narrative ( story about a person’s life written 


by that person


Biography ( story about a person’s life written by someone else


Primary Source ( may include letters, articles, reports from the direct source


Poetry ( a lyrical form of literature


Drama ( a scripted story that is performed





Types of Poetry


Narrative/Ballad ( poem that tells a story, often song-like


Free Verse ( has no rhyme, meter, rhythm 


Limerick ( 5-line poem; AABBA rhyme scheme; a specific syllable structure


Haiku ( 3-line poem; 5-7-5 syllable structure; focused on nature


Lyric ( poem that expresses emotions


Ode ( poem that makes a tribute 


Epic ( long narrative poem that focuses on deeds of a hero


Sonnet ( 14-line poem that follows strict rules of structure, meter, and rhyme


Quatrain ( 4-lines; lines 2&4 rhyme;  Couplet ( 2 rhyming lines 





Poetry Elements (Sound Elements)


Rhythm ( sound patterns forming a musical quality


Rhyme ( repetition of accented vowel sounds and all 


   sounds that follow (trouble, bubble)


Meter ( a fixed pattern of accented and unaccented syllables in


   lines of fixed length to create rhythm


Alliteration( repetition of consonant sounds (tongue twisters)


Assonance ( repetition of vowel sounds (make the grade)


Consonance ( repetition of final consonants sounds. (black, struck)


Onomatopoeia ( a word whose sound imitates its meaning (buzz, hush)





Figurative Language/Figures of Speech (not to be taken literally)


Imagery ( language that appeals to the senses (sight, touch, taste, smell, hear)


Symbolism ( a person, place, or thing that has meaning and stands for something more


Simile ( a comparison that uses like, as, or resembles (The stars are like diamonds.)


Metaphor ( a comparison between two things with one thing becoming the other (Does not   


   use like, as, or resembles)  (The stars are diamonds in the sky.)


Personification ( giving objects human characteristics (My pencil danced across my page.)


Hyperbole ( an extreme exaggeration  (My book weighs a ton.)


Idiom ( commonly used phrases that mean something different from 


   their literal meaning  (I have a frog in my throat.)
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Word Parts – Roots & Affixes


�
�
�
Prefixes


a, an, in, il, ir, im - not


de, dis – opposite, against


non, un – not


re – again


ob – against


anti – against


pre, pro – before


co, com, con – together





People


gen – birth


bio – life


viv, vit – life


mort – death


nom – name


auto – self


anthro – man


pater, patri – father


mater, metri – mother


frater, fratri – brother


dem – people


pop – people


arch – chief, rule


theo – a god





Body


digit – finger, toe, inch


cap - head


mani, manu - hand


pod, ped -  foot


brac - arm


oc, opt – eyes


dermo – skin


dens, dent – tooth


cardia – heart 


carn, corp – body


psych – mind





Emotion


dyna – power


philia – love


amo, ama, ami – love


pathos – feeling


phobos – fear


cred – believe


mal – evil 


�
Actions


kinesis - movement


ject – throw


posit – put or place


thesis – put or place


fig, fix – attach, fasten


cede – go


trop – turn


vert, vers – turn


facio, fact – make, do


rupt – break


pli – fold


morph – form


struct – build


jungo – join, connect


dorm – sleep


hypnos – sleep


cide, cise – kill, cut





Senses


vid, vis - see


scope, spec – inspect


sonus - sound


phone – sound


audi – hear


dic, dict – speak


voc – voice





Positions


dia – across


trans – across


circ, circum – around


peri – around


hyper – over


hypo – under


sub – under


para – beside


syn, sym – with, together


tele – distance, far away


inter – between





Literacy


biblio – book


liber, libri – book


graph – to write or draw


scrib, script – write


ology – study


sci – know





�
Numbers


uni, mono - one


bi, duo, di – two


tri – three


quad, tetra – four


quint, pent – five


hex, sex – six


sept, hept – seven


oct – eight


non, nov – nine





Measurement


deca – ten


centi - hundred


mille, kilo – thousand


meter – measure


hemi, semi, demi – 


   half


equi – equal


poly – many


omni – all


min, micro – small


magni , maxi– large


annus – year


chrono – time 





Elements


photo – light


pyro – fire


ignis – fire


vulcan – fire


thermo – heat


helio – sun


sol – sun


luna – moon


hydro – water


aqua – water








�
Earth & Nature


poli – city


litho – stone


petro – stone, rock


astro – star


cosmo – universe


dendron – tree


zoo – animal


sauros – lizard


geo – earth


terra – earth, land





Suffixes


ly – characteristic of 


   (adv.)


ic, al, ive –  characteristic 


   of (adj.)


er/or – person who


ion, tion – act, process


ment – action or process


able/ible – able to


ness – state of (n.)


ance – state or quality of


ous – full of (adj.)


less – without


ful – full of


 


�
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Types of Writing


Narrative ( tells a story (to entertain)


Descriptive ( describes an event by using imagery (to describe)


Persuasive( using strategies to change someone’s mind (to persuade)


Expository ( intended to inform the reader of factual information (to inform)


Citations/Documentation ( including information from your sources (MLA style)





Domains of Writing (Traits of Writing)


Composing ( structuring and elaborating (Ideas, Organization)


Written Expression ( the writer purposefully shaping and controlling language to affect readers (Word Choice, Voice, Sentence Fluency)


Usage & Mechanics ( acceptable and effective use of language (Conventions)





Organizational Patterns/Text Structures


Problem/Solution ( states a problem and offers solutions or opinions


Comparison/Contrast (discusses similarities and differences


Cause/Effect ( why something happens vs. what happens as a result


Main Idea/Generalization ( presents examples and characteristics of a general topic


Enumeration/Listing (explains in order of steps (procedures) 


Sequential or Chronological (presents a series of events or an order of time (timeline)





Reading & Vocabulary Terminology


Paraphrase ( restate, put into your own words       


Summarize( review the key ideas only


Predict ( determine what will happen next


Inference/Assertion ( an educated guess or hypothesis based on evidence


Fact/Opinion ( what can be proven with facts vs. what you believe or feel


Synonyms ( words with the same meaning	          


Antonyms( words with opposite meanings


Prefix ( a word part at the beginning of a base word     


Suffix ( a word part added to the end of a base word 


Derivative (a word created or derived from a Greek or Latin root


Connotations ( feelings and associations attached to a word (untidy-positive; messy-negative)





Reference Sources


Dictionary ( book of word meanings, etymology, parts of speech, pronunciation


Thesaurus ( book of synonyms


Encyclopedia ( source of factual information about various topics


Atlas ( book of maps			


Almanac ( book of statistical facts


Glossary ( section of definitions typically at the back of the book


Index ( section of page numbers at the back of the book


Database ( an organized collection of information usually in digital form for easy retrieval





Propaganda/Persuasion Strategies


Bandwagon ( everyone is doing it		        


Glittering Generalities ( uses superlatives (best; #1)


Testimonial ( appeal from famous person	        


Emotional appeal ( targets feelings/emotions


Grassroots/Plain folks ( appeal from “ordinary people”


Name calling/Innuendo ( creates a negative attitude








