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THOR AND LOKI ARE TWO OF THE MOST FAMOUS OF THE

LEGENDARY GODS OF NORSE MYTHOLOGY. THE STORIES OF

THEIR ADVENTURES HAVE BEEN PASSED DOWN THROUGH

THE MEDIEVAL WORK THE PROSE EDDA. THIS WORK WAS

WRITTEN AROUND 1200 BY SNORRI STURLUSON, A POET

AND POLITICIAN LIVING IN ICELAND. FOR THIS BOOK,
AUTHOR JEFF LIMKE CONSULTED MODERN RETELLINGS OF

THOR AND LOKI’S LEGENDARY JOURNEY TO THE LAND OF

THE GIANTS, INCLUDING BULFINCH’S MYTHOLOGY, THE

CLASSIC WORK OF AMERICAN THOMAS BULFINCH. ARTIST

RON RANDALL CONSULTED NUMEROUS REFERENCE BOOKS

ON MEDIEVAL VIKINGS AS WELL AS ART FROM THE ANCIENT

NORSE PERIOD TO BRING TO LIFE THE VIVID IMAGES OF

THIS STORY.
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Asgard (az-gard): the home of the
Norse gods

crone: an old woman

lemmings: small, short-tailed, furry-
footed rodents that live in
northern regions

Loki (loh-kee): the trickster in Norse
mythology, often identified as
Thor’s brother

midgard serpent: a giant serpent
that circles the earth, according
to Norse legend

mjolnir (my-uhl-neer): Thor’s magic
hammer

mortal: a being that dies

odin (oh-din): father of the Norse
gods

thor: the Norse god of Thunder 

utgard-loki (oot-gard loh-kee): king
of the Norse giants

glossary and pronunciation guide  
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further reading and websites

Philip, Neil. The Illustrated Book of Myths: Tales and Legends of the World.
New York: Dorling Kindersley, 1995. This illustrated book recounts myths
from around the world, including Norse myths. 

____. Mythology. New York: Dorling Kindersley, 1999. This volume in the
Eyewitness Books series uses dozens of colorful photos and illustrations to
explore myths from around the world.

Roberts, Morgan J. Norse Gods and Heroes. New York: Metro Books, 1995.
Filled with illustrations and photos of ancient mythological artifacts, this
book provides an excellent overview of Norse mythology. 

Encyclopedia Mythica: Norse Mythology
http://www.pantheon.org/areas/mythology/europe/norse/articles.html

This helpful website features brief profiles of all of the Norse gods as well as
information about many other characters in Norse mythology. 

Thomas Bulfinch: Bulfinch’s Mythology
http://www.classicreader.com/booktoc.php/sid.2/bookid.2823/

This website features one of the most popular English-language compilations
of ancient myths. This classic work, which includes some Norse myths, was
compiled by American Thomas Bulfinch in the 1800s.

creating thor and loki: in the land of giants
To create the story of Thor and Loki’s journey to the land of giants, author Jeff
Limke relied heavily on the classic book Bulfinch’s Mythology by American
Thomas Bulfinch. This work drew its material from the Prose Edda, a
compilation of Norse tales compiled by Icelandic poet and lawyer Snorri
Sturluson. Artist Ron Randall consulted numerous reference books on the
medieval Vikings as well as art from the ancient Norse period to bring to life the
vivid images of this story.  
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about the author and the artist

jeff limke was raised in North Dakota. There he read, listened to, and marveled
at stories from the day he learned to read. He later taught stories for many
years, and he has written adaptations of them. Some of his stories have been
published by Caliber Comics, Arrow Comics, and Kenzer and Company.
Along the way he got married, and he and his wife had a daughter who loves
to read, listen to, and marvel at stories.

ron randall has drawn comics for every major comic publisher in the United
States, including Marvel, DC, Image and Dark Horse. He has worked on
super hero comics such as Justice League and Spiderman, science fiction titles
such as Star Wars, Star Trek and his own creation Trekker, fantasy
adventure titles such as DragonLance and Warlord, and suspense and horror
titles including SwampThing, Predator, and Venom. He lives in Portland,
Oregon.
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