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YU THE GREAT: CONQUERING THE FLOOD TELLS THE

LEGENDARY BEGINNING OF THE XIA DYNASTY (CA.
2100–1700 B.C.) OF CHINA. THE XIA DYNASTY IS

THE FIRST CHINESE EMPIRE (FAMILY OF RULERS) DESCRIBED

IN HISTORICAL RECORDS. YU IS CONSIDERED THE FIRST XIA

EMPEROR (RULER). YU’S LIFE STORY HAS FICTIONAL

PARTS, BUT HE MAY HAVE BEEN A REAL PERSON. SOME

LATER CHINESE TEXTS DESCRIBE YU AS A KIND AND

STRONG EMPEROR WHOSE BUILDING PROJECTS SAVED

CHINA FROM FREQUENT FLOODS. YU THE GREAT DRAWS

ON LAND OF THE DRAGON: CHINESE MYTH (EDITED BY

TONY ALLAN), AN INTRODUCTION TO ORIENTAL

MYTHOLOGY (BY CLIO WHITTAKER), AND OTHER TEXT

SOURCES, AS WELL AS MANY HISTORICAL ART RESOURCES,
INCLUDING MORE MODERN MANCHURIAN ELEMENTS, TO
MAKE YU A CHINESE HERO FOR THE AGES. 

story by paul d. storrie

pencils and inks by sandy carruthers

coloring by hi-fi design

lettering by bill hauser

consultant: wang ping, 
macalester college
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WHA...?

A CHILD? 

A...A SON?

DESPITE THE TRAGIC LOSS OF HIS 

WIFE, YU CONTINUED HIS GREAT TASK 

UNTIL HE CONQUERED THE FLOOD.

BOTH THE TRAGEDIES AND 

TRIUMPHS OF HIS LIFE 

HELPED PREPARE HIM FOR 

HIS GREATEST CHALLENGE 

OF ALL...

THANK
 YOU, NU JIAO. 

THANK YOU

 FOR MY SON!

HIS

 NAME WILL 

BE QI.

NO! I
 CANNOT LOSE

 YOU BOTH.

 IT IS TOO

 MUCH!
NU JIAO!

 NU JIAO! DO NOT 

LEAVE ME ALONE! 

GIVE ME MY 
SON!

0822530880  9/7/06  9:37 AM  Page 44



epilogueepilogue
...FOR EMPEROR SHUN 

DECIDED THAT YU SHOULD 

FOLLOW HIM UPON THE 

DRAGON THRONE.

THUS THE FIRST PART OF THE 

PROPHECY WAS FULFILLED-THAT 

THE MAN WHO SAW THE NINE-TAILED 

FOX CAME TO RULE THE LAND.

AND WHEN QI BECAME THE EMPEROR 

AFTER HIS FATHER, FOUNDING THE

XIA DYNASTY, THE SECOND PART CAME 

TRUE AS WELL.
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celestial palace: in Chinese myth,
the home of the gods, or heaven

dragon: in mythology, a magical
serpent, often very large.
Dragons appear in myths from
several countries, but they are
very important in China.
Dragons appear in Chinese art
and literature, on building
decorations, and in ceremonies
and festivals. 

dragon throne: the traditional seat
of Chinese emperors 

dynasty: a series of kings or
emperors, all from the same
family, who rule one after
another 

emperor: the ruler of an empire, or a
very large kingdom or territory.
In Chinese history, the emperors
were believed to be descended
from the gods.

gong gong (gung gung): the Chinese
water god, responsible for storms
and flooding

gun (guhn): a Chinese hero, a
grandson of Huang Di and the
father of Yu

huang di (hwong dee): the Yellow
Emperor, the immortal ruler of
heaven

immortal: a person or creature that
lives forever. In Chinese myth,

immortals can travel between
heaven and Earth. 

jurong (juh-rung): the Chinese god
of fire

nu jiao (noo je-ow): Yu’s wife

prophecy: a prediction of something
to come in the future

qi (chee): Yu’s son

shirang (shee-rang): in the Yu
legend, a magical soil that swells
to plug holes and absorb water.
Yu uses the shirang to help stop
China’s floods.

shun (shuhn): a Chinese emperor

xia (shee-ah): the first Chinese
dynasty described in historical
records

yao (yow): a Chinese emperor

yellow emperor: Huang Di, the
ruler of heaven. In Chinese
culture, the color yellow
symbolizes power and authority.

ying long (ying long): the flying
dragon given to Yu by Huang
Di

yu (yoo):  a Chinese hero, founder of
the Xia Dynasty. He is often
called Da Yu, a Chinese phrase
meaning Yu the Great.

glossary and pronunciation guide
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creating yu the great
In creating this story, author Paul Storrie adapted traditional retellings found in
Land of the Dragon: Chinese Myth (edited by Tony Allan), An Introduction to
Oriental Mythology (by Clio Whittaker), and other sources on Asian myth. Artist
Sandy Carruthers used details from Chinese art, mythology and folklore, museum
exhibits, and traditional architecture to shape the story’s visual details—from the
emperors’ robes to the number of toes on Ying Long the dragon. Wang Ping used
her knowledge of Chinese culture and history to ensure accuracy. 

further reading and websites

Behnke, Alison. China in Pictures. Minneapolis: Twenty-First Century Books,
2003. This book features information on the history and cultural life of China,
from ancient times to the present.

Cheng, Sonia. Myths and Civilization of the Ancient Chinese. New York: Peter
Bedrick Books, 2001. Cheng retells several major myths, adding historical and
cultural details about ancient China.

Chinatown Online, “Yu the Great Conquers the Flood”
http://www.chinatown-online.co.uk/pages/culture/legends/yu.html

The culture section of this website looks at some of the historical roots of the
Yu legend. 

The National Palace Museum, Taipei, Taiwan
http://www.npm.gov.tw/index.htm

The museum’s website features online exhibits of Chinese painting, tapestry,
ceramics, and other treasures. The website’s Explore and Learn section
includes a kids’ corner, with interactive pictures of Chinese life.

original pencil from page 9
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Celestial Palace, 12, 13, 15, 16, 22
Celestial Realm, 8, 21

Gong Gong (water god), 8, 13, 32, 33, 37;
battle with Yu’s army, 34–35

Gun: death of, 17–18; and Emperor Yao,
8–9; meeting owl and tortoise, 10–11 

Huang Di (Yellow Emperor), 8, 9, 12,
21, 32, 35; and Gun, 15, 16, 23; and
Yu, 22–25

Jurong (god of fire), 15, 16–17, 18, 22, 28 

Nu Jiao, 41–44

Qi, 44, 45

shirang, 11–12, 13, 14, 24, 28, 29, 31, 36
Shun (emperor), 6, 19, 20, 45 

tortoise: meeting Gun, 10–11; helping Yu
with shirang, 27–29, 32

Xia Dynasty, 45

Yao (emperor), 8–9, 10, 14, 16 
Ying Long (dragon), 25, 26–27, 28, 30,

31, 32, 37, 38 
Yu: birth of, 19; and Emperor Shun, 6, 8;

and Huang Di, 22–25; marriage of,
40–41

index
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about the author and the artist

paul d. storrie was born and raised in Detroit, Michigan. He has returned to
live there again and again after living in other cities and states. He began
writing professionally in 1987 and has written comics for Caliber Comics,
Moonstone Books, Marvel Comics, and DC Comics. His work includes
Hercules: The Twelve Labors, Amaterasu: Return of the Sun, Robin Hood:
Outlaw of Sherwood Forest, Robyn of Sherwood (featuring stories about Robin
Hood’s daughter), Batman Beyond, Gotham Girls, Captain America: Red,
White and Blue, and Mutant X.

sandy carruthers was born in Nova Scotia, Canada. His family moved to Prince
Edward Island (PEI), Canada, when he was young. His illustrated published
works include The Men in Black, Invaders from Mars, Alien Nation, and
Captain Canuck. His Web-published works at www.sandycarruthers.com
include The Ronin and the Lily and Canadiana: The New Spirit of Canada.
Carruthers currently resides in Charlottetown, PEI, with his partner, Holly;
daughter, Eryn; and three cats, Max, Baby, and Harry. He teaches graphic
design full-time at Holland College, PEI. Somewhere among all this, he does
have a life and will continue his studies of dragons, thanks to Yu.
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